WE GO
CRUISING

WITH OUR
READERS

ME & MY BOAT

A weekend
cruise in

the Solent on
an Atlantic 40

Julian Aldridge takes Dick Durham on a cruise from Keyhaven,
Hampshire, to Newport, Isle of Wight, in his Atlantic Class Power
Ketch, Geordie Lass, which he rebuilt from a wreck for £17,000

B cry of a curlew, a
sumimier wind blowing the
sl of mud across the
rarstand a yacht dried
out against an ancient
quay for a scrub: nat the Impressian
you'tl expact from a Solent backwater,
Sleepy Kevhaven i a world away rom
the Hamble scramble, even thowgh it's
opposite the Needles.

Yies, Keyhaven is the land that
timashare forgot: there are no fancy
yacht clathing shops, overpriced
finger berths or gimist-eyed brokers
here, Even Contessa 32 builder Jeramy
Regers has moved his workshap from
Keyhaven to posher Lymington.

| tried the local yacht club to fir
myy skipper, Jufian Aldridge, a 47-year-
old farmeer, and inthe wooden dubhouse of
Keyhaven YC, which began life as a tin shed,

e was the sole occupant staring through the
windows at the rising wind, This is a good litile
chuby, said Julian. T walked in bere coverad in
seaweed after scrubbing off my boat vesterday
and nobody said a word.” An unikely cocurmenoe
al some other Salent clubs | can think of!

We lnaded up his RIB and motored down
Keyhaven Lake, past a fing of angling boats,
dirghies and small cruising boats until reaching
the junction of Keyhaven Lake and Mount
Lake, whane he showed me his halt-tide mud

Julicn keeps Geordie Luss in a halftde noud-berth in Kegh

perth maoring. Julian has litted a second
Samson post an the back end of his boat, as
the stern needs to be as secure as the bow In
a mud-berth mooring,

| wias armazed ta see his neighbouring yachi
was Boltty i a 751t gaffer on which T had sailed
at Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, whare she was buit in
1929, Mow, she Is starting a new [ife on Solent
waters. 'l would expect Befty I, wath her
centreplate, tofind a mooring here, | said,
‘bt nat your long-keeler”

Jusian explained he had moved her off ns
noomal berth at High Water and taken her

Tve got no radar, no chartplotter and this is the
Sfirst boat I've owned with an echo sounder’
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further down towards Revhaven
entrance at North Paint, where there
is more water. Hore, ha'd picked up
i Spare maoring Lo efsure thal we
coLkd get away.

And there Geordfe Lass was, lying
athwart the creek, a very fine ship:

TLen high topsides, good sheerline, stocky,

sensible rig and sawn-off counter, It
wias hard to believe that sevan short vears ago
she was a write-off in Alderney's Brave Harbour,
Geartfie Lass had chafed through her mooring
warp in a nartheasterly gale and was wracked
an the rocks of Magoie’s Bay within the harbous,
astory Yachiing Morthly reported at the time
CAprit 2005 issue),

‘T'mia bit of a cheapskate, said Julian
modestly, ‘| call oy hoblsy boating, nat
yachting, and | do everytiing on a budget”

He's not wrong there: to moor a boat of
eardie [ass's size on a Keyhaven hall-lide
NG oosls a mere five per cent of the
annual bl for a marina in the Solent, which
wiolld not lsave wau much change from ET00,

I've got no radas, no chartplotter and
after all these years sailing, Geprdle Lass =

| ‘i the first boat 've owned that has an echo =
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The first Atleetic 05 were timber bueilt, bt Geordie

We rigged up a cover over the whealhouse hack

A world of emply marsh and snaking
crecks behind the ancient walls of Hurst
Castle - where Charles | was held before his
execution in London - Is a haven of beauty
and peace. The only items now sent to

the capital are seagulis” eggs lifted off the
saltings in spring and sold as a delicacy.
The river
sparden, oy
Plismemeer,
ees seen the
mrrshes o
Kepleven
erode fast
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Lass pxes burlt o GRP in Novth Devon in 1977

But things are changing. Already the
pilot books are out of date: many show the
leading marks as being 281° True to gel
therough the entrance safely. But Keyhaven
River Warden Roy Plummer told me tidal
erosion has meant they've had to realian the
beacons so that the correct compass bearing

There ire sefnging suorfngs and maticl-berth moorings in Keyhaver. It costs £7a doy to.anchor

sounder,” said Julian, whose down-to-garth
approach s epitomised by his candid
admission that he dropped part of his sumame,
as it was ‘too pretentious’, His originad name
wias Jufian Mooring-Aldridge - his skster Jo
ance worked for ¥achiing Monfhil as the
magazine's Lymington cormespondent,

Julian started sailing as a child with his father
William, maother Ruth, bwo brothers and sister
Jo aboard an old Hillyard-style double-anded
ketch, Ciiffeite, from Poale,

By the time he was 14, he was cruising his
own Bt Vovager bilge-kesler, Ambo, from
Poole to the Sofent and back. He has recently
built another Vovager for his own teenage
daughters to crulse.

When Julian left school, aged 17, he joinad
the boathuilding firmiaf F C Mitchalls in Poale as
an apprentice shipwright and, in his spare tme,
bt a faimg cement 23-footer, Zeewind of Poois,
and in 1994 sailed ber to Venezueta and back,
sofo. The 2.700-mile Atfantic crossing from the
Canaries to Barbados took him 26 days, For old
times' sake and ‘sentimental value', she is now
laid up in a barn on his farm at Milford-on-Sea.

Julian has also restoned a burmt-out former
35ft Keyhaven ferry, which was a Dunkirk Litike
Ship, and took her back to Dunkirk for 2 reunion
with obd scldiers. She is. now based an the
Walton Backwaters in Essex.

But it was Gegvolie Lass that gave him his
chance 1o v a larger boat. She was built
in 1997 by J Hinks & Son, at Appledore; in
Devon. But coincidentally, F C Mitchells, the
boatbuilders of his youth, akse built e, and
Julian worked an the last Allantic 40, 5o Lang,
in 1583, Intotal, 2bout 54 wooden versions and
14 GRP huls were launched,

Julian spent theee yaars rebuilding and
refitting Georolie Lass in his Hampshire bam,

Wi miatored out of Keyhaven after bwo hours
of fiood and had no less than Tit &in depth
over tie Dar on Neaps. As | steered the boat
under the lee of Hurst Point, Julian clambered
onfo the coachroof to rmise the mainsail. We
cut the engine and bore away up the Solent

to enter the harbour ks now 307° True.

"Eleven years ago, when | came here, it
was predicted that the marshes would all be
eroded in 50 years. Now, it's said they could
disappear in 25 years' lime,' he added.

In the local shipwright's office, an ancient
mariner with a long white beard, yachting cap




]
CL
Tl lireeerr gatley fo starboard has most mud
conts, exvepd ot amd cold runming water!

with a westerly Force 4-5, keepang the mainsail
and large genoa goosewinged: She was saon
clocking over 8 knods, asststed by a kool

or soof tide.

Wewon'lL set the mizzen, samd Julan, ‘as
we're not going far, thouah it does take care of
amy weather helm on a long passage.”

We started tacking downwind as heavy
showers on a following wind hit us and Julian
rigaed wup an awndng over the back end of the
wheelhouse. Then, once Newtown Creek came
abeam, we decided to have lunch at anchor,

Once inside the namow marshy inlet, we
headed round to the pert hand and let go the
45t OOR anchor: 'l have always used CORs
and they have never let me down, saxd Julian
a5 the chain ratted oul,

After lunch - with fresh produce taken from
a top-loading frichye reatty buslt under a cockpit
seat = we usad the electric windlass o haul
the ground tackle Back up into her stainless
steel double bow roller, We motoned out of
the creek and sof sall opce maore, having cleared
the offing buoy,

Her mainsheet arrangement comes aft toa
three-block system mownted on the aft cabin
coachroof, In through Cowes Road, we had the
waind an the baam and she made & knols

" -

with o heel, except in the eccasional gust =5

What does it cost to keep

your boat here?

New Forest District Council (Ted: 1550
B45695) only has moorinds available for
people wha five in the area, but they can

be incredibly cheap, Visitors are welcomed
and charged £7 a day for anchoring - the
main anchorage is just inside Nerth Spit -

or between £9 and £12 for a swinging mooring
overmight, depending on the size of boat.

Jurlbaan gpivnes Dick o covrrpulber presenfotion of iz other boats in the Geordie Lass" ooy saloon

ME &MY BOAT

over the bar, We had 78 oin over the bar
after twao hours' flood on Neaps.

What is the shelter like?
Once insice, the holding Is good and there is
shelter from all wind directions.

What facilities are available?
West Solent Boatyard (Tel: 01590 642080)
charges £5.50 per foot to crane out and
clean off, The yard offers marine surveyors,
engineers, shipwrights, riggers, lay-up
facilities and chandlery.

For scrubhbing off at the village quay -
] which dries 0.6m at LW - there is no charge.
dewy's herre eznn bloek: Bilge prmips s this ofd sl
at Keyhaven's boatjard discovered What are the tidal constraints?
Double High Waters ocour at of near Springs
and pullover sat at a desk with a labrador and and tidal predictions refer to the first HW. Off
a terrler tethered to its legs. Springs, the water “stands' for approcdmately

They're camera shy,” said John Lesh, 67, as
photographer Lester McCarthy tried to get a
photograph of the hownds. “They're not used
to celebrity,” he added, as they hid under the
table, John, a sailor for 54 years, is used to
dogs: he found pooch hair blocking the bilge
pumip of his last boat three years after his
favourite labrador had died!

fwo hours. Then, the tidal predictions refer to
the middle of this period.

Although pilot books warn deep-draught
craft away, and usually play safe by describing
the harbour a= being suitable only for shoal-
draught boats that can take the ground, there
is a falr amount of anchoring room inside
Morth Spit and plenty of water once you're

Yo e scrule o for free o e fown gia
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The anchor point for legs. Julian loves
tifs: fexetiare as i revans e oan diy ot
surrounded by marine arcadio ratfor
than a soulless maring

when she dipped majestically. carrying
hver sail well in the fiat water.

We sailed right up the Medina to the
head of navigation, the town guay at
Meewpor, and moored alonaside Julian
then hauled one of his extendalie,
alurmanium boat kegs out of a cockait
lecker, slotted i inko a socket In tha
topside and set it up, braced with auy
ropes each side.

| bowght the leas second-hand off
a 50ft Melsan,” he said, 'Our favourite
crusing destimation is Herm in the
Chanmed shands, where we dry out and
et the children play in perfect safety, it
means that instead of sitting in a boat

aresiting ina beauty spot.’

He adso rigged a warp around the
base of the mast 1o 3 quayside bollard, just to
make sure she didn't fall the wrong way. With
d fender board supplied by the focal council
and the beft-and-braces of a line to the mast,
Gedrale Lass lay perfectly upnght and steady on
the river bed as the tide ebbed away

“The: fast time we wene up hare my wile,
Alan, was on deck in her bathing costume
when the TV gardener Alan Titchamarsh
mintored by and exclaimed, "Nice legs!™
Alison was flattered, but he meant the
boat's!’ said Julian.

We dined in the pub opposits that evenng,
keeping an eye on the boat from the bar,

After a comfortable night aboarnd, we wers
22 gelting away the next moening and as | let
20 the moaanng fines and our photographer,
Lester, wresthad the leg back aboard, Julian said:
There's only &t Gin under us”

Julian gleans |'1I!r_'|'.|rlé'$ Ilp.'d_.ﬁ'imr Alen Sugor
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Her bow roller spports a 45 b COR:
T hirve aheeys wsed OQRRS and they

Horwe rever lef pie dow,” sevid Jufion,
tisles hers an electric anchor wimndlass

park - which is how | see marinas - we  Geordie Lass loshed by mast rape and progped up on
one ey alongside Newgwrr Qu of Lot Water

There was too [ittle rum in the ehb rdght at the
top af the River Medina to push the boat's head
round, so we had to warp her bow downriver,
We bumped once, twice, threg times on the
arenielihy Dottom bedfons we Were awey clear.

As we motored back down the Medina,
Julian, who plans to buy a Brisce Roberts
44005 Classic for his retirerment, sasd: “If 'd had
£60,000 ko spare and just spent it on a boat,
I'woukd pever have had the same satisfaction
of the basilding and [aunching that | had with
Geovalle Lass. All my boats have been like that
- fram living the dream o reality” &

D youi feive @ favourite local cruize

that you would fke to share? Emil us of
yachting_montp@ipemedio.com

OF ring us on 020 3148 4867
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What we thought of the boat...

Atlantic 40 Class Power Ketch

Technical specifications: interior layout, hull
and rig plans, facts, figures and vital statistics

LEFT: The
cheart fahle s
feawcpe, forwenired

{ St crred
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GOy

RIGHT:
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Lo sen

TECHMICAL SPECIFICATIONS

W Price arotind £56,000

B LOA 206 Bin {17m)

B LWL 3061 (90m)

B Beam 111 in (3.6m1)

B Draught 51t Gin(.7m)

B Displacement 9.50an (9, 754ka)
B Ballast keed 8,000 b

B Engine BOhp

W Sall area: mainsail 257sq i
{23.9m"), genca 290sq [t
(Beme), mizzen W08 i (0mD

B Fuel 590 it (130 gal)

B Water 568 W (125 gal)

B Berths 8

W Design Walter F Reyner

B Bullder F C Mitchel

100-POINT BOAT TEST

Marks oot of 10; our verdict for each of 10 key atinbutes

PERFORMANCE Sturdy, reassuning and purpasefil, this
5 an all-weather 'fittle ship’, many of whichin thesr day
wereowned by retired ocean-racing zailors who wanted
a boat that sasled well, but was equipped for comfort,

AT THE HELM The wheelhouse is a serious abstacle
to getting yvour wand sense’ - especially in this cass,
because a small Perspes hatch in (he ool has crazed.
Bt even il Julian replacad it, the visibility 15 restricied.

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION Her hallast kesl is glassed
it the bull in three castings. so na need for keefhofts,
Baslkheads are S78in miarine piy, bondead to the hudl The
mroukdings ane GRP sandwich, with balsa wood insers.

SAILPLAN Her mainsail, mizzen and genoa allow you (o
biring the centre of gravity down in a Blow by dropping
the mainsall comaletely. I also takes less milscle 1o trim
three smalber sails than two big anes.

DECK LAYOUT Hugehy spacious and safe, the aft deck
vien has a GRP ‘ganden bench’ fitted? There 15 space far
a Z.8m Avon RIE i davits; plusher autboand; & roomy
lazarette for fenders and warps; and wids sidedecks

LIVING BELOW In hir day, she was the [ast wordin
Iuury: She has one of the best afi cabins |'ve ever seen
on & bodl of this size. Then's ample stowage space
threasghout this seven-berth yacht

CHART TABLE 5ha has a big, forwand -facing nav station
beside the compansanway, which is handy for calling
courses oul tothe helm. There are also grabraéls each
sidle of the campantonway steps, to steady the naviaator.

GALLEY Geords {ass has a lmear galley fitted to
starboard wilh a gimballed, lwo-burner, stainless steal
oven.and gril, a single stainless steel sink, plenly of work
sirface and ample stowage.

HEADS There are i heads compartments, one o post
just aft of the wee-berth forward cabin, and the other a5
anen sulte bo the aft cabin Ventiation s good and can
be increased by opening am' of the windows,

O N © © 00 0 0 o1 &

MAINTENANCE Her E0hp Mercedes dissel engine i
readily accessed from the Bift-out sole of the centre
cockpil. The engine compartment i5 very spacious and

s effective sound insutation,
..—-—'_'_.__-_._

TOTAL SCORE

The Atlantic 40 Power Ketch is, as her
name suggests, a robust, safe and steady
ship that will take families across oceans.
Her hull shape is chunky, the coachroof

bold, but not brassy, and hef rig aasy to
handle. Sail handling is done on deck,
rather than from the cockpit, but the decks
are wide and safe and so is the centre
cockpit. She's a purposeful boat, which, atthough now out of
tashion, showld never be overlooked by serious cruising folks.
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